REGULATIONS

MUSICIANS’ COMPANY CONCERTS

Incorporating the Maisie Lewis Young Artists Fund and Concordia Foundation Artists’ Fund 

The Maisie Lewis Young Artists’ Fund and the Concordia Foundation Artists’ Fund of The Worshipful Company of Musicians provide funding for the Musicians’ Company Concerts.  The Maisie Lewis Fund was endowed in 1969 by Sir Edward Lewis, in memory of his wife and the Concordia Foundation Artists’ Fund, was founded by artistic director Gillian Humphreys and was entrusted to the Company in 2009. Both trusts are for the sponsorship of concerts by young musicians at the beginning of their professional careers.  

1.
Performers are selected by audition, open to musicians with British residency who have completed their advanced studies.   For the next auditions, instrumentalists must be not more than 27 and singers not more than 32 on 30th June 2011.  In the case of ensembles the average age of the group will be taken.

2.
The auditions will be held in the Wigmore Hall on 10th March and 11th March 2011.  The closing date for applications is 18th December 2010.  All applicants will be considered for selection for the auditions and notified of the Committee’s decision during January 2011. 
3.
An application form must be completed by the candidate/s. Candidates may apply as a duo, in which case they should each complete an application form, and will be judged together.   Ensembles may apply on one form, but the names of all applicants must be shown, with one name as the contact.  References should be for the ensemble as a whole, not individuals.   Applications from ensembles are actively sought.

4.       All applications should be accompanied by three suggested 20 minute programmes, including timings, 

from which two will be chosen.  To assist further with programme building, a list of suitable repertoire, also with timings, should be supplied.  The three suggested programmes are not for audition purposes, but will be used for programme building in the event that a candidate is offered a shared recital, so applicants must be prepared to perform these programmes in the 2011/12 season.   

If awarded an audition the candidate/s will be required to perform a programme of their own choice for 10-12 minutes, but which should ideally include a piece from one of their proposed programmes.


Applicants should perform at least two contrasting pieces of music, preferably from different periods, for their audition.   Expenses are not paid for auditions.
5.
 At audition, applicants will be judged on ability, artistry, communication and presentation.   They are asked to wear appropriate clothing suitable for an audition at the Wigmore Hall.

6.
Two current references from professional sources, specific to these auditions, are also required: where appropriate, these should be from the Head of Conservatoire or Head of Department, and the applicant’s teacher.  References must be given on the Reference Form enclosed in the application pack.  Duos must supply references for their abilities as a duo.   Applications without these papers or with only one reference will not be considered.  

7.
Singers and instrumentalists should bring their own accompanists and, if required, page turners.  Where possible, accompanists should be the candidate’s regular accompanist.  The Committee reserves the right to suggest a change of accompanist for an awarded concert, if they consider the change to be mutually advantageous.
8.
Preference will be given to those for whom this would be a debut recital in a major London concert hall.

We expect that, in the season 2011/12, the concerts will be given at the Wigmore Hall.    Prize winners will

 be offered a concert shared with one other artist or group, each performing for about twenty minutes in each

 half. An expenses fee, including travel, is paid to those chosen to give a shared recital.  

Please note that the Maisie Lewis Fund offers no grants or other financial assistance towards either first degree or postgraduate studies. No application for such financial assistance will be considered.  The Concordia Concert is offered with a prize of £500 to the two winners and £500 to an accompanist. 

Selection of the successful candidates for one of the concerts is entirely at the discretion of the Musicians’ Company Concerts Committee of the Worshipful Company of Musicians, and selected artists must make themselves available for the concert date offered.
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